
1st Quarter, 2008 

Quick Facts: 
CA Agricultural Employment    

(In Thousands) 

January  2008             309.5 

February 2008                300.5 

March 2008                     311.2 

  

CA Total Agricultural 

Average Hourly Earnings  

(In dollars per Hour) 

January 2008             10.70 

February 2008  10.72 

March 2008  10.71 

 

CA Agricultural Employment 

(In Thousands, Year Ago) 

January 2007             307.9 

February 2007  307.3 

March 2007  310.5 

 

Industry Spotlight:   

 What’s new this quarter? 
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Sacramento
Valley

San Joaquin
Valley

Desert
North
Coast

Central
Coast

South Coast

Percentage of Agricultural Employment in California 
by Selected Major Crop/Activity  

(2007 Annual Average Data)

22.4%

8.6%
5.4%

8.9%

0.7%
7.8%

Fruits and Tree
Nuts

Vegetable and
M elon

Cotton and
Other Field

Crops

Greenhouse,
Nursery,

Floriculture

Oil and
Grainseed

Animal
Production

 
California Highlights: 
 
In stark contrast to the January freeze in the first quarter of 
2007, the first quarter of 2008 enjoyed a mild winter with rains 
blanketing the state.  Hopes were high that the rainfall and 
snowpack would see California through the year;  
unfortunately, water concerns including drought conditions 
have replaced  those hopes.  
 
Citrus fruit harvesting, pruning, weed control, planting, and bee 
pollination  activities are a few of the major activities during 
the first three months of the year.  
 

• These California agricultural data are separated into six regions: Desert,  
      South Coast, San Joaquin Valley, Central Coast, North Coast, and Sacramento Valley. 
 
• San Joaquin Valley Region is the largest employer of agricultural workers in the  
      state. 
 
• California’s citrus crops are  
       mainly grown in three agricultural  
       regions: San Joaquin Valley,  
       Sacramento Valley, and Desert.  
       San Joaquin Valley is the largest 
   citrus producer in the state. 

• Dairy operations are active in 
      all regions except the Central 
      Coast. The San Joaquin Valley 
      Region employs 80% of  
      California’s dairy workers. 
 
●    The largest agricultural  
      activity in the North Coast  
      Region is grape production.  
      The region is the second largest 
      grape region behind the  
      San Joaquin Valley. 
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Regional Agricultural Employment and Wages by Industry Sector 

(Current Employment)

MAJOR SECTOR Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Employment Earnings

Total Agricultural 152,700 140,800 138,100 $10.53 $10.56 $10.65 187,300 $9.85
  Total Agricultural Production/Crops 52,800 50,500 47,800 $10.58 $10.55 $10.61 64,200 $9.81
  Agricultural Production/Livestock 19,600 19,800 19,800 $11.61 $11.67 $11.38 20,200 $10.86
  Total Agricultural Support 80,200 70,400 70,400 $10.24 $10.24 $10.46 102,700 $9.69

San Joaquin Valley Agricultural Employment and Wages by Industry Sector
(Average Hourly Earnings) (2007 Annual Average)

(Current Employment)

MAJOR SECTOR Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Employment Earnings

Total Agricultural 58,000 61,100 67,200 $10.53 $10.41 $10.39 66,700 $10.17
  Total Agricultural Production/Crops 39,200 41,600 46,700 $10.43 $10.33 $10.18 45,000 $9.97
  Agricultural Production/Livestock 1,800 1,800 1,900 $12.95 $13.27 $13.47 1,900 $13.24
  Total Agricultural Support 16,800 17,400 18,300 $10.55 $10.37 $10.67 19,500 $10.39

(2007 Annual Average)

South Coast Agricultural Employment and Wages by Industry Sector
(Average Hourly Earnings)

Detailed State and Regional Data 

State of California—Labor and Workforce Development Agency—Employment Development Department EDD is an equal opportunity 
employer program.  You can 
request alternate formats by 
calling 916-262-2293. Page 2 

Sacramento 
 Valley 

Desert 

San Joaquin 
 Valley 

North Coast 

Central Coast 

South Coast 

(Current Employment)

MAJOR SECTOR Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Employment Earnings

Total Agricultural 13,000 14,200 14,400 $12.14 $12.09 $12.05 15,900 $11.96
  Total Agricultural Production/Crops 7,600 8,300 8,600 $12.24 $12.19 $11.95 9,400 $11.97
  Agricultural Production/Livestock 1,500 1,600 1,500 $10.97 $11.01 $11.07 1,600 $10.40
  Total Agricultural Support 3,600 4,000 4,100 $12.51 $12.42 $12.78 4,600 $12.53

North Coast Agricultural Employment and Wages by Industry Sector
(2007 Annual Average)(Average Hourly Earnings)

(Current Employment)

MAJOR SECTOR Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Employment Earnings

Total Agricultural 18,900 18,500 20,100 $11.53 $11.35 $11.24 24,500 $10.66
  Total Agricultural Production/Crops 11,400 10,600 11,700 $11.60 $11.56 $11.42 14,700 $10.87
  Agricultural Production/Livestock 1,600 1,600 1,700 $11.87 $11.68 $11.61 1,700 $11.32
  Total Agricultural Support 5,800 6,200 6,600 $11.30 $10.90 $10.83 8,000 $10.15

(Average Hourly Earnings)

Sacramento Valley Agricultural Employment and Wages by Industry Sector
(2007 Annual Average)

(Current Employment)

MAJOR SECTOR Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Employment Earnings

Total Agricultural 29,400 27,900 29,400 $10.42 $10.61 $10.41 29,200 $10.36
  Total Agricultural Production/Crops 10,600 10,400 11,300 $10.79 $11.02 $10.84 11,200 $10.59
  Agricultural Production/Livestock 3,600 3,600 3,600 $12.09 $12.23 $12.29 3,600 $11.74
  Total Agricultural Support 15,000 13,700 14,300 $9.78 $9.89 $9.60 14,200 $9.84

(Average Hourly Earnings)

Desert Agricultural Employment and Wages by Industry Sector
(2007 Annual Average)

(Current Employment)

MAJOR SECTOR Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Jan 08 Feb 08 Mar 08 Employment Earnings

Total Agricultural 37,500 38,000 42,000 11.03 11.10 10.98 58,900 $10.98
  Total Agricultural Production/Crops 19,700 20,300 21,700 10.95 11.07 11.11 31,500 $10.87
  Agricultural Production/Livestock 800 800 800 12.93 12.93 12.77 800 $12.51
  Total Agricultural Support 16,900 16,800 19,400 11.32 11.31 11.00 26,500 $11.07

(2007 Annual Average)(Average Hourly Earnings)

Central Coast Agricultural Employment and Wages by Industry Sector

http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/?pageid=158
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